
Give Time: 

¶ Volunteer to read, play, or help with 

projects at daycare or preschool. 

¶ Give young families information re-

garding resources, playgroup, literacy, 

child development (CARES), promote 

preschool. 

¶ Volunteer to help a family with young 

children.  Offer a meal, snack, or to 

babysit for one hour so they can accom-

plish a much needed task (which might 

include a nap!). 

¶ Help with child care at your church. 

¶ Volunteer to help with early childhood 

special events in the community. 

¶ Attend a Great Start Collaborative 

Meeting as a parent representative. 

¶ Host a parenting education series or 

offer a support group for parents.  

Advocate: 

¶ Be informed about current legislative 

issues regarding early childhood.   

¶ Inform legislators of best practice,   

researched based information  that   

impacts families with young children. 

¶ Share information about programs 

with young families including library 

story time, Great Start Readiness Pro-

gram, Head Start, tuition based pre-

school, or playgroups.  Find info on 

our website: www.wmmgreatstart.org. 

¶ Join a workgroup that focuses on one 

of the five focus areas: 
 Physical Health 

 Parenting Leadership 

 Early Care & Education 
 Basic Needs 

 Social & Emotional Health  

¶ Join the Great Start Collaborative. 

¶ Offer Flex Schedules for working par-

ents to care for sick children or comp 

time to attend school events. 

Give Resources:   

¶ Donate books or high quality toys to 

childcare or preschool. 

¶ Fund a preschool or childcare scholarship.  

Preschool tuition varies from $800-$1200.  

Or subsidize quality child care costs for 

infants & toddlers (cost is over $100/

week) so $25-50/week would be very 

helpful to a family with young children. 

¶ Make a donation  to local daycare or pre-

school to support low income families, for 

books & supplies, new toys or snacks. 

¶ Sponsor a childcare provider for staff 

training hours $240 (24 hours at $10/hr).  

¶ Donate to the United Way of Manistee 

Early Childhood Fund (preschools can 

request money for projects).   

¶ Donate  money to early childhood funds 

such as Imagination Library through the 

Cadillac Area Chamber or United Way.   

Contact the Great Start Collaborative Staff- 
    Mike Acosta, WMM Director, 231-775-9776 x 104 

    Nicole Schultz, Wexford Missaukee Coordinator, 231-775-9776 

    Patti Borucki, Manistee Coordinator, 231-723-4325 

Visit our website: www.wmmgreatstart.org 
Like our page: https://www.facebook.com/WMGreatStart 


