Wexford – Missaukee – Manistee Great Start Collaborative
Kindergarten Readiness Survey – Overall Summary

Includes data collection from LICC/Great Start Collaborative Workgroup in Cadillac on12-6-13; Kindergarten Transition Meeting in Cadillac on 1-16-14; Manistee Preschool Teachers on 1-27-14; Manistee Preschool Directors on 2-26-14; Manistee Child Care Providers on 3-10-14 & 3-27-14; and on line surveys through 4-22-14. (103 participants)

How would you define “Kindergarten readiness”? (Think about attributes of the child, specific skills and expectations for success)
Social Emotional skills (123 comments)
· Socialization skills x 26 (including ability to engage with peers, take turns, join a group & communicate appropriately w/ peers and adults)
· To sit and focus at the task at hand or listen to a story (for 10-15 minutes at a time) x 23
· To be patient and wait x 6
· Personal space x 2
· Routine/structure x 3
· Problem solve age appropriately x3
· Self-regulated x9
· Able to separate from parents x8
· Independent / Self-help skills– put on their own things, bathroom, washing, etc. x27
· Emotional maturity/overall competence in social emotional x 14
· Acceptance of authority x2

Academic Skills (44 comments)
· Basic literacy/math, write/recognize their name x19
· Academic (letters/sounds/concepts of print/numbers, Identify shapes, colors and numbers) x18
· Academically and socially ready to meet the rigors of kindergarten x4
· Understand rhyming, opposites, sequencing x2
· Count to 50 or 100

Internal Qualities (24 comments)
· Interested, confident, comfortable, ready to learn and participate x4
· Transition independently between centers/stations and complete tasks x3
· Follow multi-step directions x 13
· Children who meet a universal set of behavioral and intellectual abilities so that every student is starting somewhere near the same level

School/System Requirements (9 comments)
· GOLD objective #11
· Working with 1 adult to 30 kids
· Deal with limitations and limited choices x2 (there are fewer opportunities for choices in kindergarten) 
· Our Common Core curriculum dictates what our expectations are (not a lot of time for play) x3
· Gap between preschool and kindergarten expectations
· Been in preschool, Head Start or GSRP

Physical Qualities (9 comments)
· Fine motor (strength, use pencil and scissors) x8
· Gross motor development

What do you see as the biggest challenges to improving school readiness for all our children?
School factors (24 comments)
· No set “law” regulations (pre-k experiences differ: GSRP, ECSE, HS, private, etc.) x2
· Established routine, predictability, transitions
· Standardized testing at the pre-k, k levels x2
· Communication before school year with former teacher x3
· Look at standards and see what we need to know, not what we think we need
· Expectations – unrealistic x2
· Gap between pre-k and kindergarten x2
· Communication x3
· Consistent entrance expectations x2
· Looking at 3rd grade assessment
· One Kindergarten teacher to 25 + kids 
· Providing transportation
· Availability of high quality classes and teachers
· Early intervention services, such as recognizing children who social emotional needs are not being met and identifying why and what can be done for them x2

Parental//home factors (41 comments)
· Getting parents involved with their children at home, start early, offer to all parents x15
· Working parents who don’t have time to prepare kids x6
· Hovering parents
· Many parents struggle to meet basic needs – medical, dental, housing x2
· Inform parents of expectations & give them ideas for home x 7
· Higher rates of abuse and neglect in the community
· Parents who push kids into kindergarten when they’re not ready x2
· Disinterested parents or those who don’t understand the need and value of education x3
· Poverty x3
· Lack of parental limits

Child factors (19 comments)
· Child readiness/ Developmental (emotional, social and academic ) –not all at the same level x13
· Easier for children to focus at school vs home
· Transition
· Work independently
· Develop kids “pushed” too fast
· Behavior 
· Self Care – Ready to go outside, etc. 

External/Community factors (15 comments)
· Rural area
· Technology integration early
· Physical – location
· “Preschool for all children” Not everyone has had pre-k experience – kids in the middle don’t qualify/can’t afford x7
· Common (universal) understanding of what readiness means x3
· Time 
· Quality of early childhood programs

What do you think we can do to increase the number of kids who come ready for K?

School factors (30 comments)
· Be persistent with program; Keep going – doing what we know is best x 5
· Promote the program x 4
· Comprehensive evals for students suspected as having a disability; with accurate identification of needs and implementation of supports with fidelity across environments
· Let preschool focus on the foundation skills of social interactions, self-regulation, and all areas of development, but not focus so much on literacy skills.  Goal is to develop a well-rounded child, not just one who can count and name letters.
· Kindergarten should be ready and equipped to receive all children where they are developmentally.  Be prepared to differentiate and individualize. 
· Develop early childhood education center (Turn McKinley into Early Childhood center) x2
· Better collaboration between kindergarten and preschool, including transition meetings, follow the same rules, communicate expectations – Pre-K to K, get all preschool/head start programs to follow same guidelines so all children start school with same expectations/routines x9
· Increase options for 3 and 4’s
· Discussion of objectives (expectations) pre k/k
· Parent Meetings in Kindergarten (e. g. PIP- Parents in Partnership) x2
· Possible parent meeting 
· Transition to kindergarten – students joint classes, ride the bus, meet the principal, walked through the lunch line x6 
· Lunch room – walk through the lines at the end of the year
· Encourage parents to bring their children on time every day
· Communication with parents / increase parent awareness x2
· half-day kindergarten
· use the ASQ as formative
· assure preschools seek help for children with extreme behavioral issues
· moving the kindergarten start age will help

Community factors (21 comments)
· Get out and get to the children.  If they can’t get to you go to them. 
· Offer transportation to playgroups, library activities. X2
· Quality standardized pre-school available for all children regardless of income x9
· Reaching parents of kids on wait lists
· Increase number of home visiting and services (Find “lost” kids/home visits) x3
· Local opportunity for socialization
· Increase communication/awareness of what K readiness is – inform parents and educators. x2
· Apply for grant $ / bring state dollars to our area x2
· Start in day care as early as possible

Parental factors (9 comments)
· Harder at home because not a “school” setting – from parent
· Parent involvement – help them understand natural opportunities for learning/teaching x4
· Educate families in kindergarten readiness and expectations x5
· Hold parents accountable


What do you think we can do to increase the number of kids who come ready for K? Part II

Component or Program related: (21 comments)
· Be persistent with program; Keep going – doing what we know is best x 6
· Promote the program x 4
· Comprehensive evals for students suspected as having a disability, especially behavioral issues; with accurate identification of needs and implementation of supports with fidelity across environments x2
· Let preschool focus on the foundation skills of social interactions, self-regulation, and all areas of development, but not focus so much on literacy skills.  Goal is to develop a well-rounded child, not just one who can count and name letters.
· Kindergarten should be ready and equipped to receive all children where they are developmentally.  Be prepared to differentiate and individualize. 
· use the ASQ as formative
· Offer transportation to playgroups, library activities. X2
· Increase number of home visiting and services (Find “lost” kids/go to them if they can’t get to you) x3
· Local opportunity for socialization

Connections (35 comments)
· Better collaboration/communication between kindergarten and preschool, including transition meetings, follow the same rules, expectations, and routines so all children start K with same experiences x10
· Increase communication/awareness of what K readiness is – inform parents and educators of expectations. X9
· Parent involvement – help them understand natural opportunities for learning/teaching x4
· Parent Meetings in Kindergarten (e. g. PIP- Parents in Partnership) x3
· Transition to kindergarten – students join classes, ride the bus, meet the principal, walk through the lunch line x7
· Encourage parents to bring their children on time every day
· Reaching parents of kids on wait lists

Resources: (23 comments)
· Develop early childhood education center (Turn McKinley into Early Childhood center) x2
· Increase options for 3 and 4 year olds
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Assure preschools seek help for children with extreme behavioral issues
· Comprehensive evals for students suspected as having a disability; with accurate identification of needs and implementation of supports with fidelity across environments
· Apply for grant $ / bring state dollars to our area x2
· Start in day care as early as possible
· make sure every child gets a quality preschool experience regardless of income x9
· Offer transportation to playgroups, library activities. X2
· Increase number of home visiting and services (Find “lost” kids/home visits) x3
· Kindergarten should be ready and equipped to receive all children where they are developmentally.  Be prepared to differentiate and individualize.

Regulations (3 comments)
· moving the kindergarten start age will help
· half-day kindergarten
· Quality standardized pre-school available for all children regardless of income x6

Mindsets (8 comments)
· Kindergarten should be ready and equipped to receive all children where they are developmentally.  Be prepared to differentiate and individualize. 
· Harder at home because not a “school” setting – from parent
· Hold parents accountable
· Kindergarten should be ready and equipped to receive all children where they are developmentally.  Be prepared to differentiate and individualize. 
· Start in day care as early as possible
· make sure every child gets a preschool experience x3


