

Recommendations for Improving Kindergarten Readiness
(Based on 103 responses in Wexford, Missaukee and Manistee counties
between December 2013 and April 2014)

1. Assure every preschool program has a program focused on the whole child. This would include a strong social emotional component focusing on the foundation skills of social interactions and self-regulation, as well as on literacy and math skills.

2. Assure students who need help, especially related to behavioral issues, are provided with needed supports that are implemented with fidelity across environments.

3. Provide professional development for preschool and kindergarten educators, so that schools are ready and equipped to receive all children where ever they are developmentally.

4. Improve communication with parents to inform of kindergarten expectations and to help engage them in their child’s development by understanding the natural opportunities for learning and teaching at home.



5. Improve collaboration/communication between kindergarten and preschool so that teachers have an opportunity to interact and exchange important student information.

6. Improve consistency between preschool and kindergarten curriculum, expectations, rules and routines so that all children start kindergarten with the same experiences and expectations.

7. Provide opportunities for students and parents to transition to kindergarten with parent meetings and student visits of the elementary building and kindergarten classroom.
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8. Continue local opportunities for socialization, offering transportation to events such as playgroups and library activities.

9. Routinely use the ASQ or other screening instruments in a variety of environments to assure early intervention for children who may be lagging in development.

10. Increase the capacity for home visiting services in the community. Reach out to parents on the Head Start/GSRP waiting list.

11. Increase preschool options for three and four-year-olds.

12. Advocate for universal preschool for all the children in the community, regardless of income.

13. Seek out grant opportunities for our community.
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