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In fall of 2008 the Great Start Collaborative began meeting with members of 

our community, from all walks of life, to review data about our youngest citi-

zens and to ask about child, family and community needs and resources. 

From that work an Early Childhood Strategic Plan and Action Agenda was 

developed and published in April 2010. 

Since that time the accomplishments of the Wexford-Missaukee Area Great 

Start Collaborative include: 

Building a ñBorn Learning Trailò at the Missaukee County Park 

Implemented the ñPeriod of Purple Cryingò program, an evidence-based 

program to reduce shaken baby syndrome 

Providing parents with an opportunity to voice their concerns to elected 

officials through the Parent Coalition and annual Star Power visits to the 

state Capitol in Lansing 

The establishment of a local Early Childhood Scholarship fund to assist 

working parents with the cost of quality care and education. 

 

Only by working together we can ensure a Great Start for every child in  

the Wexford-Missaukee Area. 

More information is available on our website: www.wmgreatstart.org     

If you have questions or interest in joining the Collaborative, please 

contact Mike Acosta at 231 -876-4850 or macosta@wmisd.org  

   

 

Wexford -Missaukee Area  

Great Start Collaborative  

Partners in Productivity:  

Supporting Early Childhood 

and Workforce Development  

A Tool Kit For  

Wexford -Missaukee Area  

Businesses and Employers  


